Erythrocytosis after renal allotransplantation: treatment by removal of the native kidneys.
A patient with end-stage renal disease had erythrocytosis after kidney transplantation, with a hematocrit level that ranged between 52 and 60%. Selective catheterization of venous blood from his native kidneys and the transplanted kidney revealed a threefold increase of erythropoietin activity in blood from his own kidney over systemic blood and blood from the transplanted kidney. Bilateral nephrectomy cured the condition. Postoperative hematocrit and erythropoietin levels were within normal limits.